RocK ‘N’ RoLL SEATTLE MARATHON & "2 MARATHON TO BE SIGNATURE EVENT OF SEAFAIR IN 2009
Special to the Seattle Sports Commission

Local runners can compete to the beat next year, when the Rock 'n' Roll series of
marathons and half-marathons expands to Seattle. The inaugural race is set to

kickoff the city“"s annual Seafair summer

Seattle on Saturday, June 27, 20009.

TheRock , n" R oséries, lddached t1 yearsago in San Diego, is known
for lining race routes with cheerleaders and bands, which provide inspiration for
runners along the course. Based on other cities' experiences, the Rock 'n' Roll
Marathon, half-marathon, and two-day health and fitness expo are expected to
draw more than 20,000 walkers and runners to the Seattle region.

"As the Rock 'n' Roll series continues to grow, we take special care in choosing a
city we know our runners will love," said Peter Englehart, Chief Executive Officer
of the Competitor Group. "Each destination brings a unique flavor to our series as
a whole, and we strive to provide the very best to our participants by creating
world-class events nationwide."

The Rock 'n' Roll Marathon in San Diego drew 22,000 registered runners last
year, making it one of the biggest marathons in the country. Other Rock 'n' Roll
races are held in Virginia Beach, Va.; Phoenix; San Jose, Calif.; and Nashville,
Tenn. The races are considered sports tourism destinations, with more than half
of the participants arriving from outside the host city.

That destination status is expected to draw athletes and spectators from a
multistate region, and the expo, bands and a rock headliner act will also generate
local interest.

“The Rock and Roll Mar at hon concept i
Shorter , Ol ympi c gold and silver medali s
who have been with the Rock and Roll series since the start knew the events

would attract runners to the sport because the concept was aimed at positively
influencing people andthespor t of di stance running.
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The Seattle version is being billed as a beginner-friendly event that celebrates
average runners. Still, it offers prize money and is expected to draw a world-class
field. The course hasn"“t b eandwitkthefinishb ut
line at Qwest Field. Organizers plan to unveil the new courses later in 2008.

For more information visit www.rnrseattle.com.
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http://www.rnrseattle.com/

