Washington State Cougars to take on Montana State Bobcats in 4" Annual Cougar Hardwood Classic
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After a historic 2007-2008 season, the Washington State Cougars will look to continue their success in

the 2008-2009 campaign. A major step in that process will take place on Saturday December 13" at
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Cougar Hardwood Classic.

Northwest Sports & Entertainment is excited to announce the return of what is quickly becoming one of
the top neutral site college basketball games in the West Coast. In just the three year history of the
Cougar Hardwood Classic, the attendance has nearly tripled to the 12,000 fans who witnessed the
exciting action from a year ago. The game has grown into a popular event not only in the city of Seattle,
but all throughout the State of Washington.

Also reaching new heights over the past three years has been the Washington State basketball program.
The Cougars have won a school record 26 games in back to back seasons and in 2008 advanced to the
regional semifinals for the first time in school history.

Due to the major success over the past two seasons, expectations have risen to a whole new level for
the Cougars. And despite losing seniors Derrick Low, Kyle Weaver and Robbie Cowgill WSU has the
pieces in place to reload instead of rebuild. Two starters return in Taylor Rochestie and Aron Baynes
along with a top reserve in Daven Harmeling, who figures to start next year.



Baynes was named a Pacific-10 All-Conference honorable mention and finished tied for third on the
team with 10.4 points per game. The center also led the team with 6.0 rebounds per game and was
second on the team in blocks during his junior season.

Rochestie was one of the top breakout players in the country doubling his output in nearly every
statistical category. The guard led the team in assists with 4.7 per game and was tied with Baynes for
third on the team with 10.4 points per game. He will look to improve his statistics even more during his
senior season.

Opposing the Cougars in the 4™ Annual Cougar Hardwood Classic will be the Montana State Bobcats
from the Big Sky Conference. Head Coach Brad Huse and his team finished the 2007 season 15-15 with
impressive non-conference victories coming over Boise State and Wyoming.

The Cougars and Bobcats last played on November 19, 2004 in Pullman and WSU gained a victory by the
score of 59 to 42.

Washington State is 3-0 all time in Cougar Harwood Classicsgames. 5 dzZNA y 3 f I 4G &SI NRa&
Bennett and company were ranked 7™ in the country and showed why they deserved that high ranking

by defeating The Citadel 67-45. Leading the way for WSU were Aron Baynes and Daven Harmeling who

had 16 and 11 points, respectively. In the first two CHC, WSU scored wins over San Diego State and

Utah.

Including games at the University of Washington, the Cougars have won the last 6 games they have
played in Seattle.

For updated information and additional details of this event, visit the official website:
WWwWw.cougarsinseattle.com.



http://wsucougars.cstv.com/sports/m-baskbl/mtt/baynes_aron00.html
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